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THE PALM BEACH POST EDITORIAL BOARD mission
is to articulate the issues of the day, advocate for
policies for the betterment of the community and
encourage a civil and robust exchange of ideas. The
Board consists of Executive Editor Rick Christie,
Editorial Page Editor Tony Doris and Editorial Writer
Douglas C. Lyons.

Don’t be deterred by the Florida Supreme Court’s
affirmation of Florida’s after-15-week abortion ban.
There’s only one message to take away from this
week’s dual rulings on reproductive rights: In the
final analysis, you’re the one who gets to make the
rules in November. So, just vote.

Poll after poll has shown that, while abortion is a
difficult issue of conscience for many Americans,
the vast majority believe the decision should be left
to women, in consultation with their physicians,
and not to politicians passing judgment. The court’s
decision to affirm the will of hundreds of thousands
of Floridians who petitioned to place the issue on
ballots stands as a call to arms for voters, to affirm
abortion rights in the state Constitution.

An aggressive minority on this issue took ad-
vantage of the passivity of those who assumed Roe
v. Wade would protect women’s privacy and repro-
ductive freedoms forever. But a U.S. Supreme Court
tilted by politics assigned those rights to the states.
So now, it comes down to you, Florida residents.
These days we can’t take any of our hard-fought
rights for granted, even and especially one as per-
sonal as the right to choose. So, vote.

Meanwhile, the Florida Supreme Court’s simulta-
neous decision to uphold the state’s right to impose
a 15-week ban will set in motion what amounts to a
near-total ban already teed up. It would ban abor-
tions after six weeks of pregnancy, before many
women realize they’re pregnant. 

Abortion rights advocates make clear that the
15-week ban, signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis in 2022,
already has forced many women to leave the state to
obtain the reproductive care they need. The ex-
treme, six-week ban promises will make matters
worse.

“Even more Floridians will be in danger as basic
health care is pushed further out of reach,” as Kelly

Flynn, president and CEO
of A Woman’s Choice of
Jacksonville, put it. “It is
heart-wrenching that we
will be forced to turn
countless patients away.
No one should be forced
to travel thousands of
miles and across state
lines in search of essen-
tial care. Our patients de-
serve better—they de-
serve compassionate and
timely abortion care in
their home communities.”

According to the Cen-
ter for Reproductive
Rights, since the Roe de-
cision was stricken in
June 2022, 14 states have
made abortion illegal. But
that’s out of sync with
public opinion nation-
wide.

In a Gallup poll in
2023, 85 percent of re-

spondents supported abortion rights under some
circumstances, 34 percent of them under any cir-
cumstance. According to a KFF Health Tracking Poll
last month, six in ten of those surveyed nationwide
opposed a 16-week limit on abortions.

“Two-thirds of the public, including majorities of
Democrats (86%) and independents (67%), support
a law guaranteeing a federal right to abortion,” the
KFF poll found. That should send a message to Flor-
ida legislators, even if 57 percent of Republicans
don’t agree.

As extreme as the Florida bans are, they provide
an incentive for voters to remove from power the
extremists who put this legislation in place. The
party that once stood for small government has in-
stead used its majority in Tallahassee to recast itself
as Big Bro and impose its views on the majority of
women. But it should have been obvious by now
that women are on the rise, asserting their equality
and rights across the nation, not just in matters of
reproductive choice but in academics, corporate hi-
erarchies and, look out, politics.

We urge all who believe in true personal free-
doms, not just bumper-sticker platitudes, to orga-
nize now and show up at the polls in November.
Just vote.
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Trump Bible a different Christianity

There are obviously different kinds of Christians,
though no doubt there are some who believe that their
kind of Christianity is the only kind. Some Christians
believe that the Bible that former President Trump is
trying to sell contradicts the heart of the Christian
message. Some Christians believe that heart of Chris-
tianity is found in Jesus’ criticism of the rich and his
compassion for the poor. If this is the true Christian
message, the “God Bless the USA” Bible is hardly con-
sistent with the Christian point of view. The prayer of
some Christians is “God bless everybody, no excep-
tions.”

George Robb, Palm Beach Gardens

Religion often misunderstood

Never surprised by folks who claim to be religious
and then use that as their platform to put their scrip-
tural ignorance on full display. When anyone acts like
an animal it’s fair to call them what they are, like the
miscreant who bludgeoned Laken Riley to death.
They are only redeemed by God if they genuinely con-
fess and repent and put away their ungodly behaviors.
In the meantime, they fully deserve being called out

for exactly who and what they are. Scripture is full of
such miscreants who were called out by God and or-
dered to be punished by death.

W. Lawrence LeNeve, Lake Park

Keep the spotlight on Riviera Beach

Thank you for shedding light on the recent contro-
versies and shenanigans in Riviera Beach. Without
our trusted [former Councilwoman Julie] Botel, we
are even more grateful to you for ensuring that our city
council stays on the right track and that our environ-
ment is protected. Please keep the spotlight on.

Claire Granowitz, Riviera Beach

Florida can’t claim oldest bridge

Sorry Florida. You don’t have the oldest bridge in
America. The first such bridge was the John Roebling
Bridge, which spans the Ohio River between Cincin-
nati, Ohio and Covington, Kentucky. It opened in 1867.
Roebling followed it up with the Brooklyn Bridge in
1883. The secret to the strength of such a design is the
iron cables used to suspend the bridge’s roadway.

Moshe Schuldinger, Delray Beach

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

As I read more and more about the latest restric-
tions on reproductive health across the country, I feel
like finding Kate Cox, the Texas woman who recently
tried so desperately to safely and legally end her preg-
nancy with her local doctor due to a horrific fetal
anomaly. I want to give her a hug.

Seventeen years ago, I was Kate Cox.
I was pregnant with a much-wanted pregnancy.

Like Kate, I learned from my doctor that my fetus suf-
fered from Trisomy 13 and received a similar progno-
sis to Kate with her Trisomy 18 diagnosis. I would ei-
ther miscarry very late in my pregnancy, which would
cause me a raft of health dangers, or if I were able to
deliver, the child would be terribly malformed and
suffer immense pain throughout his or her short life
span of typically two weeks.

Thankfully, unlike Kate, I was able to take the ad-
vice of my doctors and obtain a safe and legal abortion
not far from my home in Palm Beach County, where I
could be surrounded and supported by family and
friends during this trying time.

My experience led me to become involved with
EMA - Emergency Medical Assistance. EMA is a local
non-profit that has been providing funding and sup-
port for people in Palm Beach County who are in need
of abortion care but cannot afford it on their own. For
seventeen years, I have witnessed the growth of this
organization. EMA had to increase its capacity to sup-
port an ever expanding need for help, fueled by more
stringent laws being passed in the State of Florida.

When I first started volunteering with EMA, we
helped one to two people per year leave the state to
obtain abortion care they could not obtain locally.
With the restrictions that are currently in place, we
now help three to four people per week leave the
state. And EMA is now preparing to help four to five
people per day travel out of state to obtain abortions
as the six-week ban takes effect.

Kate had to leave her home state to get an abortion
because of the government interference with access
to reproductive health services in Texas.

We could all soon be Kate Cox.

On Monday, the Florida Supreme Court opened the
floodgates to similar laws here. They broke 40 years of
precedent by removing abortion protections previ-
ously guaranteed by the Florida Constitution, trigger-
ing a six-week abortion ban to take effect in 30 days.
Despite widespread public outcry, the Court decided
that Floridians have no right to medical privacy and
that politicians can interfere in their personal medical
decisions. Those seven individuals have decided that
pregnant people in Florida don’t deserve safe and ef-
fective health care.

Ironically, on the same day, the Supreme Court de-
cided that Florida voters have the opportunity to fi-
nally put an end to government intrusion in our health
care. A constitutional amendment to limit govern-
ment interference with abortion will appear on the
November ballot. We must do all we can to mobilize
voters and get them ready to vote “Yes” on Amend-
ment 4. This ballot measure, advanced by Floridians
Protecting Freedom (a broad coalition of community
organizations, health care providers, advocacy
groups, faith leaders, and grassroots organizers), will
limit government interference by politicians in our re-
productive health decisions. It will protect abortion
access.

Floridians want the freedom to make their own
personal health care decisions. Every person’s cir-
cumstances are different and every pregnancy is
unique. 

That’s why, when it comes to individual people’s
personal medical decisions, one-size-fits-all laws
don’t work. Amendment 4 will ensure that decisions
about pregnancy are between patients and their doc-
tors — not politicians. Voting “Yes” on this amend-
ment is a vote for the freedom to decide what is best
for our own bodies and lives.

Until Amendment 4 passes, and even after, your
support will remain critical. Please support your local
Palm Beach County abortion fund, Emergency Med-
ical Assistance (EMA) which recognizes that every
Floridian deserves the freedom to access health care
and make their own decisions about their lives, fam-
ilies, and futures.

Let’s not become the next Kate Cox, and for sure
let’s not become Texas.

Fran Sachs is a board member of Emergency Med-
ical Assistance. To find out more about Palm Beach
County’s local abortion fund, Emergency Medical As-
sistance, visit www.emawpb.org
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